Dr.. Sherwood and Mary Ann REESE by June Ann Reese (1982)
I realize Dr. Sherwood was not born a doctor, but I have used the designation to distinguish him from
the other Sherwood Reeses who come both before and after him. In any case he was born Jan 29, 1840
in Vandalia, IL probably the last child of Elijah and Martha Reese.
Mary Ann House was born at Thomasville, MO on May 4th but we're not sure of what year. Her death
Certificate says she was born in 1843. That information was supplied by her youngest son Jim. We
have located her on 4 different censuses and none of them agree as to her correct age. Therefore, on the
calendar of events I have given her age as if she were born in 1843, but secretly, I feel she is 3 years
younger at each event. (Registrations of births, marriages and deaths only became universal in the
1900's-often before that those dates came from family stories and bibles.)
Odeniah Reese tells us that the family then moved to Summersville, MO where Mary Ann's mother
died. She was 2 years old when her father remarried and the family moved to the Big Piney River for 23 years. The family eventually moved to Caroll County, AR.
Meanwhile, back in Vandalia IL, on June 3, 1846 Dr. Sherwood's big brother enlisted as a Corporal in
Company A of the Illinois Volunteers in the war against Mexico. (Not to be confused with the Spanish
American War, which was much later.) Ben fought at Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo then was discharged
on May 23, 1847 in New Orleans, LA. (See the section on Reese-Collatiral 8.2 for more information)
Ben was 20 when he enlisted and Dr. Sherwood was 6 when he waved good-by. After his discharge
from the army, Ben married Caroline Ross on Sept 2, 1847 at Vandalia, in Fayette, IL. By now Dr.
Sherwood was 7.
On Sept 27, 1850 Dr. Sherwood was listed as a 10 yr old on his father's census. By this time they had
moved to Massac County, IL. On Nov. 21 of the same year Mary Ann was counted as a 4-year-old
living with her father Josef House in Texas County, MO. I tend to base Mary Ann's age on that 1850
census because there is an obvious difference between a 4 year old and a 7 year old. (As she would be
if born in 1843). However, father Josef was born in Germany and many have misunderstood the
English-speaking census taker.
However, Dr. Sherwood and Mary Ann where growing up. He in Illinois and she in Missouri Fayette
County, AR. Dr Sherwood's brothers William and John got married right, let's get used to the-Missouri custom of giving people nicknames. As far as I know, William C. did not have a nickname,
but John was known as John Red. In later years William C. did have a son John-known as John Tripp
and our Dr. Sherwood had a son John - known as John Muck) Therefore what I mean is William C.
married Sarah J. Gillmore on July 8, 1855 and John "Red" married Mary a Deal on Aug 13,1857. Both
events occurred in Fayette County IL. An indication they did not return to follow Papa Elijah to Massor
County (Or perhaps they came back for there brides.)
In the House household, when Mary Ann was 13, brother John married in Texas County, MO. By 1860
Civil War clouds were forming. We know Dr. Sherwood father, Elijah, was already in Willow Springs,
Missouri, but we can't find Dr. Sherwood anywhere. (Or for that matter Mary Ann and her family.)
That's on e of the mysteries we have yet to solve. So let's turn to family stories.
Let's start with Mary Ann. According to Odeniah, she married Clemmens Rush on June 15, 1861, but I
have not yet been able to find that t marriage. According to the 1900 census, her son William was born
in July of 1862. She stayed with her stepmother in Marcon County, AR throughout the Civil War, now

let's quote from Lucile..."Mary Ann Rush went to Little Rock and was supporting herself by weaving.
The Bushwhackers caught up with her and tried to make her tell where her brothers were. They burned
her house and loom."
When her husband did not return from the war she decided to go to her brother’s house in Texas Co,
MO. She picked up the baby, 18-month-old William, had started walking. She told her grandchildren
later of how she was frightened of wild animals and afraid of more Bushwhackers. Other pioneers
along the way sometimes gave them food and lodging. But still she became so hungry that she ate
grass. At the time she could not have been more than 21 years old. When we pick her up again, she is
living with her brother James in the Willow Springs area of Howell County about 150 miles!
Back to Dr. Sherwood-let me quote from the encyclopedia Britannica: "While many engagements were
fought in Missouri, the most important was the battle of Wilson's Creek on Aug.10, 1861 when General
Nathaniel Lyon was killed and outnumbered Union Troops were forced back toward Springfield. The
Confederate forces were led by General Sterling Price.
The family story as recalled by Grandpa Ray indicates that Dr. Sherwood and several of Mary Ann's
brothers were Missouri volunteers who enlisted to defend the state-not too specifically join either side.
They found themselves under the command of General Price at the battle of Wilson's Creek. Sherwood
was serving with Dr. Pickney French who later became a very famous physician (In fact, as Dean of the
medical school, he signed the medical certificate for Dr. Owens who was Kern's baby doctor in
Montebello.)
Dr. Sherwood was selected to deliver a message. Astride Billy Blount's valuable stud horse, he rode
off. Hours later he found himself surrounded by Union Troops and furiously galloped the horse through
parts of Texas County and eventually off a bluff killing Billy Mount's horse.
The Missouri Company was told to report to General Price and again fight the Union soldiers.
Sherwood and several of the House brothers decided they did not want to fight against the United
States. (5 days after the battle of Wilson's Creek, Dr. Sherwood's brother Benjamin Franklin enlisted in
the Illinois Infantry. See that section about Elijah Reese Jr. for his story.) They headed south towards
Arkansas and Dr. Sherwood hid at Billy Blount's house. Eventually the youngest House, Isaac,
remained with the Army as evidenced by his war record found at the Adjutant General's Office of the
Missouri National Guards.
On April 9, 1865 the Civil War ended and Dr. Sherwood returned to Illinois. Odeniah writes that he
married Mary Welch in Mount Vernon, Ill. in about 1866. Even with much searching I have not yet
found that marriage record. Their first son William (Terrip or Thomas) was born about 1866. Then in
Sept 1867 (according to the 1900 census) John Lemuel (known as John Muck) was born.
Odeniah's research says that Mary Welch died in 1870. (Here again I have not yet found proof of that
date.) But Dr. Sherwood left the 2 boys with their Grandmother Welch and returned to Missouri.
On Feb 4, 1871 Sherwood was married to Mary Ann by William Goldsherry Minister of the Gospel.
According to Grandpa Ray the ceremony took place in Mountain View's first Baptist Church. The
present church is the fourth one and Dr. Sherwood had helped with the building of second and the third
Baptist Churches. "Uncle Billy Goldsherry," as he was called was the father of John Goldsherry to
whom Dr. Sherwood signed a note on April 23, 1878. He was also the Great Grandfather of Friendly
Weaver, a long time friend of Grandpa Ray. I do not know why the marriage is recorded on 2 different

pages of marriage Book A, but the date is the same even if the names are spelled differently.
(Incidentally when you see words misspelled in documents the mistakes were not made by me. I
always copy every word exactly as it was written in the original.)
The newlyweds traveled to Illinois to pick up William Terrip and John Muck and with Mary Ann's son
William Rush, they journeyed to Arkansas. There Dr. Sherwood made ties to buy his first medical
books. 0deniah says that he also went to St. Louis to study medicine but I haven't had time to prove that
yet. It was probably about this time that their first child, Sherwood decided to be born in a covered
wagon on their trip from Arkansas to West Plains, MO.
The family story is that they were going to West Plains to visit some cousins named Galloway and so
Dr. Sherwood could start to work with Dr. Gilmore. About two days a week the doctors would travel to
Mountain View to tend to the sick there. Eventually Dr, Sherwood decided to remain in Mt. View and
became their first physician. An Original copy of his Missouri license #536 is owned by Virgie (sis)
Smith, daughter of James Reese, their youngest child. His license was issued by the state board of
health in Hannibal, MO on March 5, 1883. He was given credit for 11 years of medical practice and
was said to have been treating the sick even before that. Probably his interest developed from his
association with Dr. Pickney French during the Civil War.
(The deeds referred here are not in this database. 4 Jul 2008)
Ten years earlier at the age of 33, Dr. Sherwood started buying land. He bought a tract of 200 acres
from Hezekiah and Catherine Weaver for $425 on Nov. 1, 1873. Notice that he didn't take the deed to
West Plains to record until 4 years late on Nov 13, 1877. The deed says the $425 was "received to my
full satisfaction of Sherwood Reese," yet two and a half years later on April 28,1876 Hezekiah Weaver
sued Sherwood and Mary Ann for $30 on the same parcel of land, was that why he didn't rescind the
deed until 1877?
Who was P. Daniels and why was a piece of land owned by him and Dr. Sherwood ordered to be sold
to a man named Shelton by the County Sheriff on Dec. 5, 1874?
The same day he rescinded the deed from Weaver, Dr. Sherwood recorded a deed from James and
Martha Padgett for a tract of land in the Northeast quarter of Section 33, Township 27, Range 7. The
Padgett’s had quit claimed the land for the sum of $200. Two months after the Deeds were recorded,
William T. and Malinda Padgett quit claimed an undivided quarter interest in several parcels of landone of which included the same part of Section 33 that James Padgett quit claimed William Padgett's
deed was for $75. It's my guess that the Padgett's owed Dr Sherwood money but $200 was awfully high
for the 1870's. There was a depression in the U.S. from 1873-1879. Here again Dr. Sherwood did not
record the deed for 4 years. Was he waiting for them to buy back the land?
Dr. Sherwood also had many troubles as evidenced by the note that he signed for $175 to John
Goldsberry. Notice 10% interest way back in April of 1878.
From Jan 1879 to Sept 1884, Dr. Sherwood and Mary Ann recorded many deeds-8 of which I've
included. Notice the deed to Daniel Osborn written Feb. 5, 1879. In those days in Missouri (and many
other states) they had a "double rights" law. When a married man sold a piece of property, the local
Justice of the peace would state that he personally knew the wife, that he took her aside from her
husband and made her "acquainted with the contents" of the deed. (Many women couldn't read so they

legally used those words) The wife then would acknowledge that she executed the instrument. If she
didn't acknowledge it, and her husband later died, she could claim the land as her inheritance even
though the husband had been paid for the land. I talked to Jim (June Ann's son) about dower rights and
he said many states still have the law, but they usually limit the time in which the wife can claim the
land-such as within 3 years. Now back to the deed of Feb. 5, 1879-Notice Mary Ann did not sign her
acknowledgement, nor did she sign the deed. Maybe she wasn't present when it was drawn and they
planned she would sign it later.
Then there's the 3-page deed whereby the Sheriff sells land that belonged to J.M. Padgett (who hadn't
paid the taxes) to Dr. Sherwood for $1.00. All that witting for only $1.00. Also note, Padgett owed the
taxes on Aug 26, 1879 and he signed a deed to Dr. Sherwood on Nov 13, 1879. Evidently Dr.
Sherwood was a very generous man who continually came to the aid of his neighbors.
I've included a couple of deeds of interest in our study of Mary Ann. One indicates she did not pay
taxes and the Sheriff sold the land for $28.50 to H.D. Green. I haven't yet found the deed where she
first acquired the band.
Then there's the deed where she and Dr. Sherwood sold the land to George Cole. Notice that she signed
it with a mark, as if she couldn't write her name. But on the next deed to Wayne Pennington her name
is written. In the 1900 Census, when asked if she could read or write she wrote "no" to both questions.
Grandpa feels she may have been to shy to read or write in public. Also remember her grandfather was
born in Germany and spoke only German. It's possible that in her growing years they didn't always use
English in the home.
Back to the deed to Wayne Pennington. Dr. Sherwood and Mary Ann sold the land to his on Oct. 26,
1883-that's 3 years before he married Lucy Ann and the deed indicates he was from Shannon County.
Which leads us to the next two deeds. They rightfully belong in the section about Lucy Ann and
William Robinson. But in small Missouri town's families seem to get intermingled. Remember that in
Nov. of 1881, Dorcas father William Robinson died and Lucy Ann had a struggle to raise three
daughters. So in July of 1889, Dr Sherwood and Mary Ann signed a promissory note whereby they said
they borrowed $500 from Lucy A. Robinson. They secured the note with a parcel of land containing 10
acres. (That must have been valuable land -10 acres for $500.)
Anyhow, 2 years later we have a General Power of Attorney to Dr. Sherwood by the U S Marshal that
is tied to the promissory note and deed. Kern and I were quite puzzled by this. We knew there was no
income tax in those days. Yet a U.S. Marshal attached Lucy Ann's note. Grandpa finally came up with
the story-a quietly kept family secret that you'll find in the section on the Robinson family.
Shortly thereafter Dr. Sherwood began to have health problems, of his own. When Sher married Dorcas
on May 24, 1892, it was his mother Mary Ann who traveled to West Plains to give her consent. Was
his father too ill? Note from opposite page-- (When I first read the record in the County book, the date
seemed to say 1892. However; the copy Lucy Ann sent to Washington says 1893. Therefore, Dr.
Sherwood had already died.)
We are told that Dr. Sherwood died at the age of 53 on January 23, 1893. I have very diligently hunted
for his death record to no avail. Grandpa Ray says that he had gone to Kansas's hospital for treatment
of alcoholism. As he was recovering he helped in the wards, contacting pneumonia and died as a result
of this. I have contacted the Kansas State Dept. of health and 3 leading Kansas hospitals. None of them

could help me. I sent to West Plains, Mo. for his probate package and very delightful women named
Mrs. Fern Freeman, in an effort to save me money, sent only the last page which lists the names and
ages of his heirs. I hope to obtain the complete packet soon.
Mary Ann was left a widow at the age of 49 with children living at home from age 17 to 30. On the
advice of a friend, she decided to move to the better environment on a farm.
To quote Odenah, it has been said of Dr. Reese and his wife that he had compassion and "took-in" any
child who needed help or a home. He owned much property in and near Mountain View. He gave a
deed to the city for the "Old Mountain View Cemetery,” with the stipulation that no lots were to be
sold, but instead taken for free. He was a great contributor to the Baptist Church in materials and labor.
Their hundred-year anniversary book says, "Andrew Touts, Dr. Reese, Lawson Willbanks and Silas
Compton, hewed trees and sawed the lumber at the Willbank's saw mill. This was, at first, a loved
framed building, no floors, only where the pulpit stood, and only openings for windows. The public
school asked to use the building as the attendance had outgrown the designated schoolhouse south of
town. The book also says, "On the deed to the original Baptist Church land, Dr. Sherwood Reese,
husband of Mary Ann House, a charter member, came into Church membership was declared Manager
of the business affairs of the church while the building or repairing was carried on."
But life continued on for Mary Ann. In 1896 she had to go to court to foreclose on a mortgage made 5
years earlier involving a Mercantile Company and a Dry Goods Store. On the 1900 Census she was
recorded as head of the family in Shannon County with children Isaac, George, Ida and James. She died
there on March 9, 1925. Lucile made a drawing of the headstones shared by Dr. Sherwood and Mary
Ann at the Mountain View Cemetery.

